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CARTOONISTS I ‘Strident,’ 
‘infuriating’ are high praise 

TRUDEAU IA few papers 
pulled or edited recent strips 
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“They’re like federal judges.” 
“We either wait 20 to 30 

years for them to die, or we — I 
don’t know — we can assassi¬ 
nate ’em,” Shansby concluded. 

The older cartoonists com¬ 
plain about profit-driven pub¬ 
lishers and fearful editors, who 
are firing editorial cartoonists 
or not replacing them. 

It’s cheaper and less contro¬ 
versial to use syndicated car¬ 
toons drawn elsewhere, rather 
than pay a staff member to de¬ 
pict the mayor as a drooling, 
slope-browed moron, they said. 

“What’s happened with 
newspapers in the last 20 years 
is that we don’t want to make 
anyone unhappy,” said R.C. 
Harvey, a comics historian who 
has drawn for many newspapers 
and magazines over the last sev¬ 
eral decades. 

“For Christ’s sake, what kind 
of a newspaper is that, if you 
don’t get anybody mad?” Har¬ 
vey asked. “Why even publish a 
newspaper if you’re not going to 
make waves?” 

About 90 daily newspapers 
in the United States, roughly 
half the number that did in the 
1980s, employ a full-time edito¬ 
rial cartoonist, said Matt Davies 
of the Westchester (N.Y.) Jour- 
rial News, president-elect of the 
association. 

Among the larger papers to 
drop their cartoonists are the 
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News 
and the St. Paul (Minn.) Pio¬ 
neer Press. 

“Are we going to end up 
with three or four cartoonists? I 
don’t know, but I hope not,” 
said Davies, who presumably 
strengthened his own job secu¬ 
rity April 5 by winning the 
Pulitzer Prize. 

Newspapers facing a shrink¬ 
ing readership — and that’s 
nearly all of them — should re¬ 
alize the value of local cartoon¬ 
ists, Davies said. 

People love to hate their lo¬ 
cal cartoonists, he said. 

“It’s human to love to bitch 
and moan about something,” he 
said. “I’ve got some readers 
who call me every week to com¬ 

plain about my cartoons, to the 
point that I have to assume — 
on some level, anyway — they 
like to be offended.” 

If readers like to be offend¬ 
ed, editorial cartoonists are de¬ 
lighted to oblige. 

At yesterday’s panel sessions 
— in a hall packed with smart 
and tart artists — the highest 
praise that people offered each 
other included words like “stri¬ 
dent,” “infuriating” and “sav¬ 
age.” 

Oliphant, whose cartoons 
appear in the Herald-Leader 
and other papers nationally, told 
an appreciative crowd about his 
work roasting the Catholic 
church — usually over the 
child-sex scandal, but more re¬ 
cently to jeer at Mel Gibson’s 
hyper-violent film The Passion 
of the Christ. 

For his Passion cartoon, 
Oliphant drew a battered 
schoolboy staggering away from 
a towering, furious nun. The 
boy had a huge grin on his face; 
a light bulb hovered over his 
head in a thought balloon. 

The caption read: “In his 
early school days, Little Mel 
Gibson gets beaten to a bloody 
pulp by Sister Dolorosa Excru- 
ciata of the Little Sisters of the 
Holy Agony, and an idea is 
bom.” 

In the ensuing controversy, 
which included strong criticism 
from Catholics, the Boston 
Globe apologized for running 
the cartoon. Its ombudsman 
told readers, in her column, 
“The point of this particular 
cartoon didn’t equal the cost.” 

Oliphant said he enjoys pro¬ 
voking such a reaction. 

Years ago, he said, aides to 
arch-conservative Sen. Jesse 
Helms, R-N.C., now retired, re¬ 
vealed to Oliphant that their 
boss loved to see cartoons 
about himself. 

Helms had been one of 
Oliphant’s favorite targets. 

“I nearly cried,” Oliphant 
said. 

Reach John Cheves at (859) 231- 
3495 or 1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3495, 
or at jcheves@herald-leader.com. 
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Trudeau said. “But it seemed 
far more useful to look at these 
extreme sacrifices, short of 
death, that are being made by 
the troops in the 
held.” — 

profound 
life will 
be the 
Trudeau 

“It’s 
— his 
never 
same,” 
said. 

B.D. — one of 
the strip’s central 
characters since 
its debut in 1970 
— originally was 
based on Brian 
Dowling, captain of the Yale 
University football team in 
1968, when Trudeau was a stu¬ 
dent there. Until Wednesday, 
he never appeared without one 
type of helmet or another con¬ 
cealing most of his head. 

As it often does, Doones- 

B.D. originally was 

based on Brian 

Dowling, captain 

of the Yale University 

football team in 1968, 

when Trudeau 

was a student there. 

bury this week offended the 
sensibilities even of some 
newspapers that publish it. 

The Journal-Advocate of 
Sterling, Colo., chose not to 
run the strips related to B.D.’s 

injury, complain¬ 
ing about 
Trudeau’s “graph¬ 
ic, violent battle¬ 
field depictions of 
Iraq.” The News- 
Chronicle of 
Green Bay, Wis., 
edited B.D.’s cry 
of “Son of a 
bitch!” — as he 
awoke after 
surgery — out of 

yesterday’s strip. 
“It’s simply a matter of 

taste,” News-Chronicle editor 
Tom Brooker explained to his 
readers. “Trudeau is obviously 
prepared to cross a line, and 
I’m not.” 

Several papers chose not to run the strips related to B.D.’s injury. 

The Journal-Advocate of Sterling, Colo., complained about 

Trudeau’s “graphic, violent battlefield depictions of Iraq.” 

TRUMAN I Schools try to get kids to take tests seriously 
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semblies where certificates and 
other goodies are handed out 
to achievers. Jessie Clark Mid¬ 
dle School, cited by Fayette’s 
central office as a model re¬ 
wards program, offers a tiered 
reward system that includes 
certificates, candy bars, acade¬ 
mic letters, trophies and movie 
passes. 

And if the carrot doesn’t 
work, there is always the stick. 
Privileges such as dress-down 
days and field trips could be re¬ 
voked for schools that aren’t up 
to snuff. Students who don’t 
prove they’ve mastered the test 
may well find themselves 
spending more time back in the 
classroom, learning the basics. 

At Bryan Station High 
School, a distinguished score 
used to earn you $25 cash. 
Now the cash reward has been 
dropped, but the $25 value can 
still be converted to gift certifi¬ 
cates and merchandise. Henry 
Clay offers incentives that in¬ 
clude lanyards and free prom 
admission. Other high schools 
offer final exam exemptions 
among their incentives for high 
performing students. 

Meanwhile, Bryan Station 
has turned its construction pro¬ 
ject into a test incentive. Faced 
with a parking space crunch 
while the new school is being 
built over the next two years, 
the school will offer parking 

permits only to students earn¬ 
ing a “proficient” or “distin¬ 
guished” rating. 

Kentucky’s schools don’t 
have specific regulations regard¬ 
ing testing incentives; they sim¬ 
ply urge schools to use their 
best judgment and keep re¬ 
wards consistent with the 
“school culture.” 

And schools are careful to 
extend parts of the goody pool 
to students who may not be 
able to blow the lid off stan¬ 
dardized tests, but still make a 
conscientious effort. (Anybody 
familiar with the work habits 
of teenagers knows that consci¬ 
entious effort can be a bit er¬ 
ratic, particularly when there’s 
no immediate reward in¬ 
volved.) Students who answer 
all questions, write legibly and 
focus on testing may also find 
themselves winners from 
schools offering a general prize 
pool. 

“We want to celebrate every¬ 
body doing the best they can,” 
says Ann Rea Anderson, in¬ 
structional coach at Jessie 
Clark Middle School. And 
schools emphasize that they 
honor students not only for 
high test performance, but also 
for other achievements, at oth¬ 
er times in the year. 

Nonetheless, testing has be¬ 
come a celebratory season in 
schools, which offer everything 
from Yates Elementary’s test 
“camp” to test pep rallies to 
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outright gifts. 
You can be of two minds 

about this: 
■ That KERA changed 

everything about Kentucky edu¬ 
cation, including not just how 
and what we learn but how we 
reward learning. 

■ That many of us never 
got spiffy prizes, encouraging 
certificates, special privileges 
or prize pools and yet managed 
to pull ourselves together to 
conquer standardized tests 
anyway. 

The education supporter in 
me believes the former: A ris¬ 
ing tide of student achievement 
lifts all students, even if they’re 
riding a tide of candy and free 
prom tickets. The parent of 

teenagers in me, a more cynical 
soul, wonders if somewhere in 
this there is a lesson lost about 
a job well done being its own 
reward. 

Reach Cheryl Truman at (859) 231- 
3202 or 1-800-950-6397, Ext. 3202, 
or ctruman@herald-leader.com. 

MIDWAY 
ANTIQUE 
SHOW 2004 
April 24-25 
10am-7pm Saturday 
1 lam-5pm Sunday 
Midway College Campus 
Student Center 
Admission $5.00 

Call 859-846-500 
Managed by Boultinghouse and Hall 
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never seen it before. We’re 

unveiling our newly renovated 

common areas including the 

entrance, living room, dining 

room and pub. It’s all been 

totally revamped, just in time 

for our 20th anniversary! 

• Wednesday, April 28 

at 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Complimentary 

refreshments 

Live entertainment 

R.S.V.P.: 859-269-6308 

Make plans now to join us. 

For reservations or 
: - ... ‘ •: . ' 

more information, call 

Richmond Place. Like no other place. 
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Nationwide Financial can help provide you with the type 
of loan you need. Let our hardworking and dedicated 

consultants help you achieve the financial assistance you 
need regardless of your credit circumstances. Call our 
customer care center today at toll free 1-866-253-0887 

Scientists report that elevated manganese exposure from 
welding rod fumes has been associated with Parkinsonism (like 
Parkinson’s disease) and manganism. Symptoms include 
shakiness, distorted facial expression, loss of equilibrium, 
decreased hand agility, difficulty walking, joint pain, loss 
of short term memory, slurred/slow speech, stiffness In 
muscles and tremors. If you have experienced any of these 
problems, call us today toll free at l -800-THE-EAGLE for a free 
consultation to evaluate your potential claim. We practice law 
only in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S. 

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE 
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(1-800-843-3245) 

www.i8QOtheeagle.com 
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Central Kentucky To find one near you, go to 
Locations www.checkex.com or call 1 -800-486-7684 

Sunday, April 25, 2004 

TIST CHURCH 
Will Honor the Families and 

Legislators who Worked to Pass the 

Fetal Homicide Bill! 
Join Us For a Special 

Right-to-Life 
Sunday! 

Schedule of 
Services 

Sunday AM 

8:45 & 11:00 
Sunday School 

10:00am 
Sunday PM 

7:00pm 

3000 Clays Mill Road • Lexington, KY (859) 277-6811 


